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SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
REF: PORT-AU-PRINCE 2949, AND 3136 

1. URBAN APPLICATION UNDER ACTIVE REVIEW BY ARA AND L. 

WE BELIEVE THAT ONLY GROUNDS FOR WITHHOLDING LETTERS 
WOULD BE SECTION 552 (B) (4) OF FOI ACT, IE. THAT LETTERS 
CONTAIN COMMERCIAL OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION PROVIDED 

TO THE EMBASSY IN CONFIDENCE ON THE UNDERSTANDING (EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED) THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE RELEASED TO THIRD 
PARTIES. AS WE UNABLE TO DETERMINE CONCLUSIVELY FROM THE 
NATURE OF THE CORRESPONDENCE WHETHER THEY WERE IN FACT 
PROVIDED ON THIS BASIS, SUGGEST EMBASSY ASCERTAIN FROM 
MR. HOMANN WHETHER LETTERS WERE PROVIDED ON ASSUMPTION 
THAT INFO CONTAINED THEREIN WOULD BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 

2. IF MR. HOMANN INDICATES THAT ABOVE IS INDEED THE 
CASE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THERE ARE SUFFICIENT GROUNDS 
UNDER 552 (B) (4) TO WITHHOLD THE LETTERS FROM MR. 

URBAN OWING TO FACT THAT LETTERS DO DEAL WITH A BUSINESS 
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AND PROFESSIONAL MATTER RATHER THAN WITH A STRICTLY 
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PERSONAL ONE. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE. ROBINSON 
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